ge 
£ 9F il 


4 Fact sheet for press use at 
eA us National 4-H Club Congress 
| December 2-6, Chicago, Il. 


ko 


LIBRARY 


CURRENT SERIAL RECORD 
Ww JANG 1948 of 


U.S. DES STMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


a cchiecteial 4-H CLUBS - 


ae More Ms 1, ,700, 000 rural. Doys and gins >vetweon’ the ages of 10 and 
BL are members of 4H Crebe: 

pea 4H Club usually consists of five or more boys and girls organized 
with their own officers. Hach member carries one or more projects or demon- 
strations. They direct their efforts towards self—determined goals and 
locally planned programs. 


Hach club has its own local volunteer leader whose skill in farming 
or homemaking is acknowledged by the connunity and who likes to work with 
/young people. This leader is trained in his work by the county extension 
agents. In 1945, 165,000 served. 


The county extension agents, present in every agricultural county, 
organize 4-H Clubs, train local leaders, supply teaching materials, and 
bring the knowledge and facilities of the land-grant colleges, agricultural 
experiment stations, and the U. S, Department of Agriculture to bear on 
their problems. 


4-H Club members work on such varied activities as owning and 
Managing farm animals according to the latest scientific method, planning 
for efficient use of rural electric facilities, mapping their own and their 
neighbors! farms as to soil types anc soil erosion, planning and preparing 
nutritious neals, cultivating a garden to supply those meals and surplus 
vegetables for the market, introducing new seed varieties, landscaping the 
fanily home or the schoolhouse or church grounds, developing parks, base- 
Dall diamonds, or organizing recreational activities for the community, 
organizing discussion groups on the probleris of international peace or 
current economic problems. In fact, they can be found working on almost 
any activity important to the home or the comnunity. 


4—H Club work was organized on a national basis with the passage by 
Congress in 1914 of the Smith-Lever Act establishins the Agricultural 
Extension Service, Previous to this time, there were earlier agricultural 
and homemaking clubs for young people in many parts of the country. How- 
ever, the Federal, State, and county governnents did not sponsor 4-H Clubs 
cooperatively until after the passage of the Smith-Lever act. Through the 
years several other acts of Congress have provided more funds for and en- 
larged the scope of 4-H Club work. The Bankhead-Flannagan act of last year 
is the most recent of these and will make it possible to reach more rural 
boys and girls with 4-H Club work. ; 


More than 10 million men and women have had 4-H training. 


1715 (11-45) 


Many civic and commercial organizations sponsor contests 4nd enter- 
prises such as those which are a part of the National 4-H Club Congress. 
These are correlated through the National’: Committee on Boys and Girls 
Club Work working with the Cooperative Extension Service which” organizes 
and conducts all 4-H Clubs in the United States, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and 
Alaska. The 4H Club Congress ‘is sponsored by ‘the National Conmittee. 
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AE FEW FACTS ABOUT 4-H CLUB v 8. DEPARTMENT OF ASHEULTURE 


Bete, Powe nas l, 200, 000 rural boys and girls behwaen: the peeks of? 10 ‘and 
Tel are’, nenbers of 4-H Clubs. 


A 4-H Club usually consists of five or more boys and girls organized 
with their ow officers. Hach member carries one or more projects or demon- 
strations. They direct their efforts towards self—determined goals and 
locally planned programs. 


Bach club has its own local volunteer leader whose skill in farming 
or homemaking is acknowledged by the community and who likes to work with 
young people. This leader is trained in his work by the county extension 
agents. In 1945, 165,000 served. 


The county extension agents, present in every agricultural county, 
| organize 4-H Clubs, train local leaders, supply teaching materials, and 
, bring the knowledge and facilities of the land-grant colleges, agricultural 
experiment stations, and the U. 5, Peper ynenk of Agriculture to bear on 
their problens.~ 


44 Club members work on such varied activities as owning and 
Managing farm animals according to the latest scientific method, planning 
for we beheny use of rural electric facilities, mapping their own and their 
neighbors’ farms as to soil types and soil erosion, planning and preparing 
nutritious neals, cultivating a garden to supply those meals and surplus 
vegetables for the market, introducing new seed varieties, landscaping the 
family hone or the schoolhouse or church grounds, developing parks, base- 
ball dianonds, or organizing recreational activities for the community, 
organizing discussion groups on the problems of international peace or 
current economic problems. In fact, they can be found working on almost 
any activity important to the home or the cormnity. 


4H Club work was organized on a national basis with the passage by 

Congress in 1914 of the Smith-Lever Act establishing the Agricultural 

Extension Service. Previous to this time, there were earlier agricultural 

and homemaking clubs for young people in many parts of the country. How- 
4 ever, the Federal, State, and county governnents did not sponsor 4.H_- Clubs 
cooperatively until after the passage of the Smith-Lever Act. Through the 
years several other acts of Congress have provided more funds for and en- 
larged the scope of 4-H Club work. The Bankhead-Flannagan act of last year 
is the most recent of these and will make it, possible to reach more rural 
boys and girls with 4-H Club work. 


More than 10 million men and women have had 4-H training. 
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